TAP 311- 6: Multimedia Sound: recording your own sound sample

This sheet shows you how to record sounds for Multimedia Sound with Windows™ Sound Recorder.
In this activity, click means single-click with the left mouse button, and double-click means click the left mouse button twice in quick succession.

· Load Sound Recorder which can be accessed from the Windows 95/98 Start button menu via Programs → Accessories → Multimedia. 
· With XP this can be accessed from the Start button menu via Programs → Accessories → Entertainment.
(Alternatively, your teacher may give you other instructions.)

· Switch on the PC’s microphone. Plug in and, where necessary, switch on the microphone.

Prepare to produce, or play, a brief sample of sound (a few seconds). Do not put your sound source too close to the microphone or you may distort your recording.

· To start recording, click on the right-hand button with the red circle (1 as below).

· To stop recording, click on the button with the black square (2).

· To play back the sample you have just recorded (to check that it sounds OK); click the button with the single arrow (3).

You must now save the file, preferably to a pre-prepared folder on the hard disk, or a floppy disk, by first clicking on the File pull-down menu (4 as below).
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· Click on ‘Save As’ and a dialogue box will appear, (below).
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The ‘Sounds’ folder should now appear in the ‘Save in’ box and its contents should appear in the main window.

· Click in the ‘File name box’. A small ‘I’ shaped cursor should appear in the box.

· Type in a suitable short name for your sound sample.

· Check that the ‘Format’ (shown at the bottom of the ‘Save dialogue’ box) is 22050 Hz, 16 Bit, Mono.
· If it is, go to the next step.

· If it isn’t, click on the ‘Change’ button, and then, in the new box that appears, click on the down-pointing arrow next to the ‘Attributes’ box
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There should now be a drop-down menu of formats.

· Click on the ‘Format’ down-arrow and select ‘PCM’.

· Click on the ‘Attributes’ down-arrow and select 22050 Hz, 16 Bit, Mono, 43 kB/s.
· Click on OK.

· Finally, click on the ‘Save’ button.

The file sample with your chosen name will now be saved to the relevant folder.

Technician’s notes

Arrange a folder within ‘csmsound’ and make this the default ‘Save As’ folder from the Sound Recorder.

External reference

This activity is taken from Salters Horners Advanced Physics, section TSOM, additional sheet 3

