
Name Time to return to same position in the 
pattern of stars 

(background of fixed stars) 
Mercury 87 days 

Venus 225 days 

Mars 687 days 

Jupiter 12 years 

Saturn 30 years 

Sun 365.3 days 

Moon 27.3 days 

The ‘wanderers’ (‘planets’) observed by the Greeks, with their geocentric view of the Universe. 
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