EPQ at St Paul’s School
What is offered?

We run the dissertation and artefact EPQs under Edexcel and are offering the field study for the first time this year (2013/14).

Timing

The students begin preparing for the course just after GCSEs and are given work over the summer in the form of preparatory reading. There is a taught course of 6 x 35min periods per week up to the first half term of the Autumn term (about 7 weeks) followed by weekly tutorial sessions with a mentor. The work is completed by Easter and presentations are done at the start of the summer term. Work is marked over the Easter holidays, finalised when the presentation is done, and submitted for the June session. Hence the entire piece takes place in year 12.

We feel this gives the students the best head-start on university applications in terms of getting to know a subject deeply and being ready to write a sound UCAS statement. It also means that the EPQ is out of the way before worrying about Oxbridge, BMAT and other university interviews/open days/ applications.

The Course

Artefact

This is handled separately by the Engineering and Design department within the school who run a course on 3D modelling and using the workshops, but also through in principles of engineering. Because of the need for specialist facilities, students maintain the 6ppw through the year, with supervised access to the computers and workshops.

Dissertation

This is offered in several ‘strands’. In each case there is a core course which is the same and covers things like how to structure an essay, reference, build a research chain, use Word properly, reflect sensibly on what is achieved etc. This covers 3 periods per week.

In addition there is a ‘specialism’ delivered in 3 periods per week. At the moment the specialisms are:

· Humanities

· Perspectives on Science

· Astrobiology

The courses for these build on the core course and make specific some of its generalities. In the specialism time boys have the opportunity to work on research and their activity logs with teachers around to guide them but they are also taught the basics of the subject such as ethics and philosophical argument, or abiogenesis theory.

Field Study

A small start to this course, so it will be delivered alongside the dissertation core. The differences between field study and dissertation and the necessary skills such as experimental design and statistics will be given in the 3 periods per week of ‘specialism’.
Presentations

These are observed by at least two staff, one of who will have experience of marking the EPQ and one will usually have been the mentor. An audience of friends, other EPQ students and staff helps to make up the numbers and ask questions.
Staffing
One member of staff is assigned to teach the core and one the specialism in each timetable block. These staff then become mentors in the rest of the year and other staff also join in at that point.
New staff are buddied with more experienced staff to learn how to mentor and we also have detailed advice, schemes of work etc. online. 

