Milo: where 1§ it easier to kee
a ball shill— on {'op of ahill o
water or in the middle of a well?

U

Fill the cu almoﬂ’ {-ull nnd floaﬂ‘ the ping- ponq
ball on it — i it thould be impogsible to stop it
drifting to the rim.

The water’s surface tension PM“S mem' the rim, the water between ball and rim flattens,
down on the ball but water 1§ also o overall Pul[ is fowards the rim. But in a bulqmg cup,
attracted to it and climbs up its sides the water’s surface is almost vertical at the rim, so the
overall the pull is diagonally dowﬂoveml[ force pulls the ball to the centre.
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- What Oﬁcd: o \ ping-pong ball
o A plastic cup e Water

s

-
Add more water until the cup almost overflows and
the surlace is raised. Now you should be able to kee

the ball in the centre, though it looks unstable.
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